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Author Spotlight

David Bergen grew up in the 
small fishing village of Port 
Edward, B.C., and the town 
of Niverville, Manitoba. He 
attended Red River College in 
Winnipeg, where he studied 
creative communications, 
and taught high school 
English at Kelvin High School 
until 2002. He also served as 
Writer-in-Residence at the 
Millennium (then Centennial) 
Library in 2002-2003. His 
work has been nominated 
for a Governor General’s 
Literary Award, the IMPAC 
Dublin Literary Award, and a 
Pushcart Prize. In 2005, his 
novel The Time in Between 
won the Scotiabank Giller 
Prize.

Carol Shields was born 
in Oak Park, Illinois, in 
1935, Carol Shields moved 
to Canada following her 
marriage to Don Shields, 
a Canadian engineer. In 
the summer of 1980, the 
Shields family moved to 
Winnipeg, where they would 
be based for the next twenty 
years. During that time 
Shields taught English at 
the University of Manitoba 
(1982-2000) and served as 
Chancellor of the University 
of Winnipeg (1996-2000).  

She spent the final three 
years of her life in Victoria, 
B.C., where she died at the 
age of 68. Shields wrote non-
fiction, poetry, and plays, but 
she remains best known as 
a fiction writer. Her novels, 
among which The Republic of 
Love and Larry’s Party are set 
at least partially in Winnipeg, 
were nominated for and 
won multiple literary awards 
including the Governor 
General’s Award, the National 
Book Critics’ Circle Prize, the 
Orange Prize, and the Pulitzer 
Prize.

Among her many other 
honours and namesakes, 
the Carol Shields Auditorium 
in the Millennium Library is 
proof of the high regard in 
which she came to be held in 
the city in which she wrote 
her best known work.

katherena vermette is a Red 
River Métis (Michif) writer 
from Treaty 1 territory, the 
heart of the Métis Nation, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 
She was born in Winnipeg 
and her Michif roots on her 
paternal side run deep in  
St. Boniface, St. Norbert and 
beyond. Her first book, North 
End Love Songs, won the 
Governor General’s Literary 

Award for Poetry in 2013. 
Since then, her work has 
garnered awards and critical 
accolades across genres. Her 
trio of linked novels set in 
Winnipeg - The Break,  
The Strangers, and The Circle 
- have been national best 
sellers and won multiple 
literary awards. 
source: katherenavermette.com
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